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 Reset File Download Prompt Setting for 
Internet Explorer in Windows XP & 2000 
 

The File Download prompt in Internet Explorer 
(IE7 or IE6 or older) offers you the option to 
Open or Save a file. 

If the check box of “Always ask before 
opening this type of file” is un-ticked, 
you will no longer see the File Download 
prompt again for that file type; rather the file 
will be opened automatically without offering 
the Save option. 

 

 

If you wish to have the File Download prompt appear again in Windows XP & 2000 follow the 
steps below. To reset the setting for Windows Vista requires a registry edit; see your 
college/area RamCT Coordinator. 

 

Steps to reset the File Download prompt in Windows XP & 2000: 

Note: You need Administrator or Power User privileges to reset this function. 

1. Close ALL Internet Explorer windows, including Windows Explorer. 
 

2. Open Start/Control Panel, and then click on Tools in the menu bar, then Folder Options 
in the drop down menu.  
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3. In the Folder Options dialog, select File 
Types tab. This tab lists every file type 
associated with Windows.  

 

4. Locate and select the file type or 
extension that you want to reset. 

 

5. Click on the Advanced button.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. In the Edit File Type window, untick 
and then re-tick the Confirm open 
after download check box.  

 

7. Click OK and close. 

 

After opening a new IE window and clicking a link to a file, you will be given the File Download 
prompt again with the options to Open or Save.  




