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STRUCTURING LEARNING MODULES

Course designers often ask how many content modules they should include in their course, and
how long they should be. While there are no hard and fast rules, keep these tips in mind when
organizing material into modules:

* If you only have a few pages in your learning modules, consider combining them and
sub-dividing the topics.

* If you are presenting a good deal of content, divide the material up into multiple
modules. One major advantage of having multiple, sequential Content Modules is that
you can easily control when they are available to students.

* Although RamCT uses the term Learning Module, your naming should reflect the course
organization. For instance, if your course is organized around topics, units, or chapters,
use these terms instead to avoid confusing students.

* Try to use a consistent structure in all Learning Modules, but allow content, learning
objectives and flow to dictate the final construction.

* Modules should be approximately the same length if possible to provide a sense of unity
and continuity to the material. Consider combining or dividing modules when feasible so
a similar amount of material is presented in each one.

* Forlonger learning modules, add headings to the module’s Table of Contents to break
up and organize the information.

@ Course Tools vour location: Course Content Home

fiy Course Content

Syllabus Unit 1: Intro Unit 2: Planets Final Project
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b Links

NASA Web Link

The Astronomy course has been broken up into two Learning Modules, arranged by unit of
study.
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Planning Individual Learning Modules

Once you have organized your content into modules, you’ll want to plan and sequence the
content within these modules. Rather than just presenting a series of web pages, divide major
units or topics into smaller lessons or activities that are manageable for the learner. When
creating these lessons or assignments, remember to think in 30- to 60-minute blocks of time.

An outline is an effective way to organize individual content modules. In the example below, the
major headings in the module outline become headings in the table of contents page. The sub-
headings represent individual pages that need to be developed and added to the Content
Module. The sub-headings also mirror the title of the web pages.

Week 6 Outline

I. Week 6: Perfect Tense

A. The Week 6 Plan

B. Learning Goals
Il. Exercises and Assignments

A. From the Beaches of Mexico to Being in Love

B. Special Assignments and Discussions for Week 6

C. Chapter 3 Textbook Answers

D. Grammar on the Web — Perfect Tense Verbs
[ll. Quiz for Week 6

A. Perfect Tense Quiz
IV. Journal for Week 6

A. Reflection/Journal: Week 6
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Module Planner

Title of Learning Module:

Step 1: Identify the Goals and Instructional Objectives for the Module

Course Goal(s):

Instructional Objectives:

Step 2: Outline Your Learning Module

On the following page, outline the table of contents for your learning module. Each item, other
than headings, represents an individual page of content.

Step 3: Develop Activities to Engage Learners
Indicate tools, assessments, or other activities that will enhance and reinforce the content you
plan to present. Note the specific reasons you’re including these activities, as well as the time

involved. If an activity is associated with a particular page, use arrows to indicate where it
belongs.
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Lesson Planner

Content Outline

Activity/Tool/
Assessment

Reasons for
Including

Timing
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