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WRITING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

A carefully worded question will be more likely to produce the learning you have identified in
your objectives. The quality of your first post in a thread influences the thought level of
subsequent postings (Meyer, 2005).

Bloom's Taxonomy can be useful in determining what type of question to develop as well as
how to word it.

What is Bloom's Taxonomy? Benjamin Bloom, an educational psychologist, established a
hierarchy within the cognitive domain as a way of evaluating intellectual responses. The
hierarchy consists of six levels of complexity for different "layers" of learning.

judge, appraise, evaluate, revise, select
measure, weigh, conclude

formulate, construct, develop, integrate,
modify

analyze, distinguish, compare, contrast,
discriminate, criticize, test, compose

Analysis

demonstrate, interpret, illustrate, show,
perform, relate

Application

describe, explain

Knowledge define, recall, name, state, identify, discuss




